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This whole experience reallydrove home to me that you never know what people are going to do to
hurt you. How they can turn inan instant without having an opinionof their own.They would rather
listen to the opinion of a stranger than have an opinion of their own about you, having actually met my
family and me. I have no time for people that choose to make anopinion based on his opinion.Those
that do, are equally worthless.

I have accepted that there’s nothing I can do to stop this manor remove the damage he’s done.That
twisted redneck can continue as far as I’m concerned.

I can say that I don’t think about it often as I have more pressing issues to deal with.Writing this whole
story, as I’ve said, will continue to grow as I add more details, another thing dawned on me that when I
googled around therewere no stories about how to deal with thisshit apart from the usual:ignore and
block, don’t feed the trolland report it.This has all failedanddoesn’t work for a case like mine.

Reading over this whole thing again, I seemed to have missed much of the kudos and gratitude that I
do feel.

I do not want to mention people by name, because you mayget a letter from this twisted fSck but
hopefully, you know who you are, but in no certain order my biggest thanks go out too:

My family -You have been amazing.It's ashame that even my teenage kids know about him because
they've seen their dad in his darkest moments and simplydon’t understand why this man would do
this.

My wTork - Kudos everyone.Thank you to everyone that read his shit and laughed it oft. They realised
that his account does not match the person they knowand work with.And the other people in the
company, and past companies, thatsomehowfound and didn’t bat an eyelid.Most of themsaid that
“not everything is ioo% with thisguy”.

Friends -Thanks for the personal messages of support.

Long term sponsors- you know me all too well and continued your support You read the shit and
made your own opinion. I thank you.

My speaking agent - You have been a solid rock and supportive all through theyears.Your kind words
echo in my head.

http://www.ripley-davenport.com/

http://ww.ripleydavenport.com (old website)

twitter. @ripleydavenport

My Nutty little Friend

"I mav not be even-one’s CUD of tea, but I amsomeone’s double shot of vodka.”

rett1
Textbox
This is an essay by Ripley Davenport written on his Tumblr page in which he addresses the idea of being "trolled" and "cyberstalked" by me, Kent Madin.  That Ripley is a fraud who, with his wife Laura, intentionally created fake stories and a website about Ripley in order to make money, get sponsorship, fame, attention, guiding jobs, speaking engagements, is unquestioned and obvious to anyone who looks at the facts.  What is telling in this self-serving document is that Ripley never actually claims that the accusations of fraud are false.  The Davenports held firm, for awhile, to the notion that everything they claimed about Ripley was true AND they had the facts to support those claims, but they chose not to share those facts because that was their right.  Yep, that was their argument.  Now they seem to have dropped any pretense about claiming it was all true and instead just ignore the obvious questions that their program of self-promotion raises.  It was petty ante fraud when Ripley was blowing smoke of his fake fame at the Rotary Club of Copenhagen to get a speaking gig.  Relatively small potatoes, fraud wise, when Ripley faked credentials to get a teaching job at a Copenhagen private school.  Caveat Emptor for the clients who paid Ripley 7000 USD each to be guided in Mongolia by someone who fake guiding credentials. When Ripley and Laura farcically try to stage the Kenmare swim, with no real documentation of an event that took place (supposedly) in broad daylight and in public view over 12 hours but produced no pictures, no video and not witnesses one can only say that at least no one got hurt.  The local news reporters who wrote the story up, based on press releases from AFTER the event, have only themselves to confront after being duped. But faking credentials as a "rescue swimmer" on a boat operating in a highly publicized and controversial private ship during a period of immigrants drowning in the Aegean crosses a line, surely.  People who work in Search and Rescue are trained for a purpose, not just to save the victims, but to be sure that the rescuers don't endanger themselves and their co-workers.  Ask yourself, do you want your loved one's to be "rescued" by someone who simply isn't properly trained?  By someone who is pretending competency to glorify his own delusions of grandeur and meaning in life?  Do you want to be rescued by someone who is faking having a terrible disease, MS, in order to garner sympathy and admiration for himself?

rett1
Callout
Ripley is rewriting history here. When he and Laura began their subterfuge they consistently characterized Ripley's "expeditions" as monumentally important and signficant.  Ripley was a "renowned" explorer, "well known" for pushing the limits of exploration.  

rett1
Callout
This is "pearl clutching" drama which is simply, categorically, false.  I have never said anything about what punishment Ripley might deserve.  I have consistently pointed out the factual basis of the fraudulent activity.  Nothing more.

rett1
Callout
The website, ripleydavenport.net is the logical answer to ripleydaveport.com.  Each is a cheap and ubiquitous vehicle for telling a story.  Ripley and Laura have chosen to write fiction.  I've written non-fiction. 

rett1
Callout
This is a reprehensible assertion, with no basis in fact.  The Davenports actually told the Bozeman police that they feared for their lives and their children had nightmares about how I was going to come to Ireland and kill them.  Promoting that kind of fear in your own kids when you, yourself are the source of the lies and misinformation is tantamount to child abuse. 

rett1
Callout
The police in Ireland and Google took no action for the simple reason that the Davenports had no factual basis for their claims of beings stalked and trolled.  

rett1
Callout
And here we have the essential, self-serving, self-pitying, self-deluded Ripley.  In fact he repeatedly called himself an explorer, a "renowned" explorer.  The media didn't label him an explorer, he did.. in his website, press releases, etc.    In this paragraph Ripley suddenly sheds all the braggadocio that characterized his website, online interviews, etc. and now is just a normal Joe having a lark.  The facts are clear.  This is simply false.  

rett1
Callout
"Back then" Ripley described his 2010 Mongolia this way ""It stands to become the longest solo and unassisted walk ever completed."See the last page in this document for a screen print of ripleydavenport.com where he describes himself as a "desert explorer" and list the fake expeditions that he never did. 

rett1
Callout
This paragraph is self-serving drivel.  Until he was called out as a fraud, Ripley described himself and his past and planned expeditions in the most extreme terms..first, longest, fastest, toughest, etc...
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Callout
It is true that I questioned Ripley about getting a 90 day visa.  They ARE very difficult to get.  The true story is that Ripley used his fake website which described him as a famous explorer to fool a local Mongolian travel company, eager for foreign visitors, into doing a HUGE amount of work for Ripley for free, including going through the many steps necessary to convince the Foreign Affairs department to issue the longer term visa.  After all that and much more was done for free, in the belief that Ripley was who he claimed to be and would bring future business to the local company, Ripley just abandoned the relationship.  And no, the Mongolian ambassador to Sweden did not give Ripley the visa.  The consular officer at the embassy in Sweden, acting on the instructions of the Foreign Affairs department, issued the visa. 

rett1
Callout
Ripley claims that the information I have published is bizarre and crazy.  But Ripley never says that the claims weren't accurate.  Ripley's "disbelief" at having someone create a website that challenged the fraudulent narrative he and his wife cooked up is pretty rich.  Ripley has created numerous websites and Facebook pages, all rife with falsehoods, fake claims, etc. etc. and now he  can't believe that someone makes a website that is backed up with facts. 

rett1
Callout
Laura Davenport said that when her mother died and left her some money, Ripley and Laura decided to use the money, not to pay past due bills, but to use it to "create" Ripley as a famous explorer.   Here's the quote from a now taken down interview with Laura."When Laura’s mother passed away she left a small amount of funds and they had to make decision to spend them on bills or to invest in the future, which can make us or break them. One evening they sat down and thought what they could do that combined who Ripley was with his abilities and knowledge. He came up with Mongolia 2010 Expedition, a solo and unsupported trek across the Gobi Desert.We had a lot of negative feedback from people who thought we were irresponsible parents, we were just dreamers and Ripley should get any other job, one that did not require a risk. But we didn’t imagine that for ourselves. We wanted to create our own life, a life that would give us satisfaction and feeling of giving back to others.”
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Callout
It is important to remember that the two Mongolia trips each had extensive websites and Facebook pages chronicling the events both before and after.  Davenport has erased all that from the web.  
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Callout
I am convinced that Davenport does not have MS and that he and his wife made it up so that he could be a more sympathetic figure when asking for donations and support.  I have publicly challenged the Davenports to produce a letter from their physician confirming the diagnosis.  It does not have to give ANY details beyond confirming that the appropriate diagnostic tests for MS have been done and the conclusion is RRMS.  Ponder for a minute the Davenport children.  They are old enough to use the internet.  Their parents have told them that a stranger may come and kill them and that their father has MS.  At some point, those kids will figure out what is going on.  

rett1
Callout
Actually, the Davenports cut and run. They skipped out of Denmark owning back rent and rent on a leased car.  They gave their landlord a fake address for forwarding mail, claiming they were moving to Canada when they actually went to Ireland.  Yes, I have the correspondence with the landlord.  The business partner, Tim Lavery, after seeing how the Gobi 2011 trip was conducted and how Davenport clearly was making things up, binned Ripley.  

rett1
Callout
Again, what is oddly missing here is Ripley's helplessness in the face of these imagined, crazy things being said on my website.  If they are crazy and defamatory, Ripley could sue.  If they are crazy, Ripley could answer the many questions about his claims, prove it all wrong and show that to his employers and friends.  But Ripley is apparently helpless to do anything to show that the claims are crazy.  Because they are not crazy.  

rett1
Callout
Ripley faked his credentials as a "Rescue Swimmer", something that the REAL rescue swimmer on the ship noticed.  Ripley did not tell the MOAS people that he had MS.    This event, which Ripley wants to wear as a proud mantle of volunteering is the apex of his fraudulent stories and utter disregard for others and for simple decency and honesty.  Did people drown during rescues by MOAS?  Yes.  Was that because Ripley was not qualified?  We will never know.  But the reader has to ask themselves, just how self-deluding and narcissistic do you have to be to pretend to have life-saving skills and potentially put others you have deceived at risk?  

rett1
Callout
No one wishes Ripley harm.  But Ripley's problems are entirely self-inflicted.  He could solve his problem by just being honest about the false claims that he and his wife have made.  It would be painful no doubt, but redemption always comes at a price.  
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Callout
It's important to note that Ripley's fraud was revealed publicly in 2013 in a two page article, with pictures in Politiken, the Danish Newspaper.  That article and an English translation can be found by googling "ripley davenport politiken".  That "twisted redneck" collaborated with the journalists who had to convince their editor that the "redneck"'s research was accurate and the redneck was credible. 
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Callout
The "speaking agent" is Sylvia Tidy-Harris of The Speakers Bureau in England.  Ms. Tidy-Harris continues to try and market Ripley as a speaker in spite of having been provided detailed evidence that Ripley is a fraud.  Let's think about that.  So someone hires Ripley, through Sylivia, to give a lecture about his experiences as an explorer to some group.  Afterwards, some members of the audience decide to Google Ripley and read the Politiken article and ripleydavenport.net and wonder if they were conned.  How does Sylvia explain that?  
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Callout
The last four (Thar, Niger, Karakum, Namib) are fantasies.  Never happened.

rett1
Callout
None of these "future" expedition ever happened.




