A Decade Of Trolling

Firstly, is to get it out there and off my chest. Writing, instead of talking gives me time to think and try This is an essay by Ripley Davenport written on his Tumblr page in which he addresses the idea of being "trolled" and "cyberstalked" by me, Kent
Madin. That Ripley is a fraud who, with his wife Laura, intentionally created fake stories and a website about Ripley in order to make money, get
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and put the feelings and thoughts dowm, proper. There a load more to add to this stor; please come sponsorship, fame, attention, guiding jobs, speaking engagements, is unquestioned and obvious to anyone who looks at the facts.
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back often.
\What is telling in this self-serving document is that Ripley never actually claims that the accusations of fraud are false. The Davenports held firm,

for awhile, to the notion that everything they claimed about Ripley was true AND they had the facts to support those claims, but they chose not to

Secondly, If my experience can '.“_-E:lp anyone going through the same shit, even if only one single person share those facts because that was their right. Yep, that was their argument.
then that would make me happy. Now they seem to have dropped any pretense about claiming it was all true and instead just ignore the obvious questions that their program of

self-promotion raises.

It was petty ante fraud when Ripley was blowing smoke of his fake fame at the Rotary Club of Copenhagen to get a speaking gig. Relatively small
potatoes, fraud wise, when Ripley faked credentials to get a teaching job at a Copenhagen private school. Caveat Emptor for the clients who paid
appreciation to the people that helped and are helping along the way. I'm usually not a very person Ripley 7000 USD each to be guided in Mongolia by someone who fake guiding credentials.

Thirdly and perhaps the most important one for me perz-:ua]lj' to try and thank and show my

dependent person, but this has really proved to me that not everyone wishes to share the same opinion \When Ripley and Laura farcically try to stage the Kenmare swim, with no real documentation of an event that took place (supposedly) in broad
a= another sick man. daylight and in public view over 12 hours but produced no pictures, no video and not witnesses one can only say that at least no one got hurt. The
ezl S local news reporters who wrote the story up, based on press releases from AFTER the event, have only themselves to confront after being duped.
But faking credentials as a "rescue swimmer" on a boat operating in a highly publicized and controversial private ship during a period of immigrants
drowning in the Aegean crosses a line, surely. People who work in Search and Rescue are trained for a purpose, not just to save the victims, but
to be sure that the rescuers don't endanger themselves and their co-workers.

Ask yourself, do you want your loved one's to be "rescued" by someone who simply isn't properly trained? By someone who is pretending
competency to glorify his own delusions of grandeur and meaning in life? Do you want to be rescued by someone who is faking having a terrible
disease, MS, in order to garner sympathy and admiration for himself?

Evearyorne juet wants to ba liked and
accepted .

Excapt for Ripley

Ripley dossn't give a fuck,

Ripley is rewriting history here. When he and Laura began their subterfuge they consistently characterized Ripley's "expeditions" as
/_monumentally important and signficant. Ripley was a "renowned" explorer, "well known" for pushing the limits of exploration.

This is "pearl clutching" drama which is simply, categorically, false. | have never said anything about what punishment Ripley might

It's clear from the accusations over the last decade from one individual that he felt I falsified some . . ; < )
: 54 - : pa: i /_ deserve. | have consistently pointed out the factual basis of the fraudulent activity. Nothing more.
Té

claims about my modest adventures. He felt that I deserved punishment as if I was a rapist, marde
or hotshot banker who stole millions. He set out to launch a wehsite in mv name that dissected and < The website, ripleydavenport.net is the logical answer to ripleydaveport.com. Each is a cheap and ubiquitous vehicle for telling a story.
L 7 z R 3 s 2 Ripley and Laura have chosen to write fiction. I've written non-fiction.

bent many elements of my life. Despite living in fear that this man could turn up on my doorstep or \
worse, I made a plea to various online forums, websites, Google and local authorities and went as far as

This is a reprehensible assertion, with no basis in fact. The Davenports actually told the Bozeman police that they feared for their
lives and their children had nightmares about how | was going to come to Ireland and kill them. Promoting that kind of fear in
our own kids when you, yourself are the source of the lies and misinformation is tantamount to child abuse.

a police report in Ireland. The laws are cracked. Google did nothing. In fact, they seemed to

support a website that does nothing but discredits my name. As I write this, :1-:*_}11':_3 has been done to < 'ghe pollcenl(n (Ijrelagd alrllddGoogIe took no action for the simple reason that the Davenports had no factual basis for their claims of
eings stalked and trolle

restrain a decade of trolling, a deplorable act of cruelty carried out by one man who I have never met or

done business with.

Let's get this straight. I am not an explorer. Everyone these days is called an explorer, it seems. In the And here we have the essential, self-serving, self-pitying, self-deluded Ripley. In fact he repeatedly called himself an explorer, a "renowned"

B - e _ I : A i £ . R explorer. The media didn't label him an explorer, he did.. in his website, press releases, etc. In this paragraph Ripley suddenly sheds all
past, I was labelled one by the media and went along with that, az we all did. I'm no Thesiger, Burton, the braggadocio that characterized his website, online interviews, etc. and now is just a normal Joe having a lark. The facts are clear. This
is simply false.

or Fiennes. I was just a normal guy with aspirations and who actually went out to engage in life rather

than dream about it. I never did travel to places where no one has ever been to find out what iz there,

"Back then" Ripley described his 2010 Mongolia this way "It stands to become the longest solo and unassisted walk ever completed.”
See the last page in this document for a screen print of ripleydavenport.com where he describes himself as a "desert explorer" and list

few fun adventures, as many other azpiring voung people were at that time. England has a zolid culture the fake expeditions that he never did.

However, I did seek knowledge but that was more a personal thing. Back then, I was justinvolvedina

of adventure and exploration, and most young men and women, probably like me, watched
documentaries, read books about great adventure, and were inspired. I see the zame flame in my

children.

= 2o 1 . L s, T o e o o g This paragraph is self-serving drivel. Until he was called out as a fraud, Ripley
Adventure and exploration have long been a culture filled with adrenaline and hyper-masculinity. ¢« ljescribed himself and his past and planned expeditions in the most extreme
terms..first, longest, fastest, toughest, etc...

Everyone has his or her sights locked on a first, longest, or a fastest. My personal account that follows,

L

there are no pretentious, easy solutions; no how-to guides or swift exdts or absolute and finite truths

bo T
about the exhortations of my mind. A glance into my rear view mirror and reflect on my bouts and
achievements, I'm reminded that I'm just zimply an ordinary bloke, giving it my best to get through

o

another day. To trv something or at least to give it a go even in the face of failure.
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The truth is that one lone individual, who has never met me or spoken with me, launched a weird It is true that | questioned Ripley about getting a 90 day visa. They ARE very difficult to get. The true story is that Ripley used his fake website which
hate compaign against me, and tried to influence others to his unigue point of view. I was in describe_d him'as a fr_:lmous explorer to fool a local Mongolian travel. company, eager for foreign visitors, in'to doing a HUGE amount of work for Ripley
\__[for free, including going through the many steps necessary to convince the Foreign Affairs department to issue the longer term visa. After all that and
Denmark af the time planning a crossing of Mongolia (basically, just a long walk with a wheeled much more was done for free, in the belief that Ripley was who he claimed to be and would bring future business to the local company, Ripley just
G i - i _ - o o ) “_ abandoned the relationship. And no, the Mongolian ambassador to Sweden did not give Ripley the visa. The consular officer at the embassy in
frailer). At some point, an American stranger appeared out of the blue and acrused me of being a Sweden, acting on the instructions of the Foreign Affairs department, issued the visa.

Jraud because he thought it uwas impossible to get a three-month visa. Apparentiy, he had some
IL
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hizs contacts’ he could not "E' a three-month visa 1 EFeIoTe, MECOLSE e fouid ot get one, I

couldn 't get one, meaning I must be a liar. As I was resident in Denmark af the time, the
‘ - . T r - g- ST | I
‘Ambazsador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Mongolia to the Kingdom of Sweden
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wards, I discovered that ke was an old man and his Ripley claims that the information | have published is bizarre and crazy. But Ripley never says that the claims weren't accurate. Ripley's "disbelief"
; at having someone create a website that challenged the fraudulent narrative he and his wife cooked up is pretty rich. Ripley has created numerous
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Elag- CCOLE websites and Facebook pages, all rife with falsehoods, fake claims, etc. etc. and now he can't believe that someone makes a website that is backed
bit of a familiar sfory? From that single point, this guy became fotally obsessed with me and up with facts.
appeared to go berserk, escalating his claims of fraud covering my entire life, starting as a school
kid. He contacted high school friends, old girlfriends and asked anyone fo help him with an article
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he claimed he was wrifi ting. You can imagine the shock and dishelief I EXDETIE enced when he created

i oy T raF hie himgee S
a wehsite fo broadeast his bizar EELEJT..'-“"_'-".-..

r.-;
=]

secrelary, not an adi

]
r':|
3
".I'

. ) . . - .
urer). What he published was nothing more than the products of a craz
imagination. But he didn't stop there, ke began stalking all my friends, employers and associafes
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atfack. I had never heard of anything like this in the history of adventure. It was horrid. He
started sending me SMSs late at night. It's still ongoing 8 years later!” Laura Davenport said that when her mother died and left her some money, Ripley and Laura decided to use the money, not to pay past due bills,

but to use it to "create" Ripley as a famous explorer. Here's the quote from a now taken down interview with Laura.
"When Laura’s mother passed away she left a small amount of funds and they had to make decision to spend them on bills or to invest in the future,
which can make us or break them. One evening they sat down and thought what they could do that combined who Ripley was with his abilities and

For many years, adventure was a ubiquitous presence in my life. I was literally obsessed with it. In & |knowledge. He came up with Mongolia 2010 Expedition, a solo and unsupported trek across the Gobi Desert.

20049, I hatched a plan and began a lncrative hunt for sponzorship, which included some innovative We had a lot of negative feedback from people who thought we were irresponsible parents, we were just dreamers and Ripley should get any other
) job, one that did not require a risk. But we didn’t imagine that for ourselves. We wanted to create our own life, a life that would give us satisfaction

and exclusive products. With this support and my owmn drive to be an adventurer, I used savings from and feeling of giving back to others.”

=

modest emplovment ranging from forestry to fly-fishing to kitchen porter and went on carving a path

that enabled me to realize a dream.

yne successful crossing attempt of Mongolia, I made it clear I wasn't <—___|itisimportant to remember that the two Mongolia trips each had extensive websites and Facebook pages chronicling the events both before and

Nevertheless, with one failed and ¢
after. Davenport has erased all that from the web.

just another adventurer. From an age point-of-view, I was a late entry to adventure, a late thirties
spmething working through his own changes. As I tried to fizure out certain things in life, I decided to

move on and seek a new direction.

I started having trouble sleeping, whereas my mental activity grew intensely stronger. Even though I
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was crazy active during the day, particularly with intense physical activity, I'd go to bed unable to sleep
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el both phyzically and mentally drained. At that point, I realty had no idea what was wrong.

Soon after returning from Mongolia in 2011, I was diagnosed with RRMS. The year before, I'd failed to | am convinced that Davenport does not have MS and that he and his wife made it up so that he could be a more sympathetic figure when asking for
reach a zoal that. after months o nino rsonal e nt evervthine 1e. I was =g drive \donations and support. | have publicly challenged the Davenports to produce a letter from their physician confirming the diagnosis. It does not have to
reach a goal that, after months of training and personal effort, meant rything to me. I was so driven give ANY details beyond confirming that the appropriate diagnostic tests for MS have been done and the conclusion is RRMS. Ponder for a minute the
and obsessed with the goal that I'd devise every possible factor that could make me a respectable Davenport children. They are old enough to use the internet. Their parents have told them that a stranger may come and kill them and that their father
has MS. At some point, those kids will figure out what is going on.

adventurer. My personal expectations were extremely high and that self-infliction added pressure,
anxiety and mental stress. For a long time, everything I did in life was steered toward becoming an

Loz -

adventurer, but in 2012, things just got a bit too serions.

We relocated to Ireland on the prospect of a fantasztic project idea. We sacrificed everything in Actually, the Davenports cut and run. They skipped out of Denmark owning back rent and rent on a leased car. They gave their landlord a
. : ) \fake address for forwarding mail, claiming they were moving to Canada when they actually went to Ireland. Yes, | have the
Denmark and made the jump. It wasn't long before that turned sour because of rumours and elusive correspondence with the landlord. The business partner, Tim Lavery, after seeing how the Gobi 2011 trip was conducted and how
Davenport clearly was making things up, binned Ripley.

emails from one man over the pond. Fuelled by a building defamatory website, everything went bitter

nd a business partner cowardly backed ont. I was fighting an invisible enemy on all fronts. T went full

ocuzing on family and discovered new interests along the way, gaining and then losing friends
becanze of one man. Alongside these life transformations, a chain of events slowly unfolded and
stealthily turned thing=z darker. Over the vears, my sponsorship crumbled when they found out about a
website created in my name by one individual hell-bent on diszecting every aspect of life. Slowdy.
sponsors and even some friends began to pull the plug and my passion for adventure went downhill,
Some sick twisted people, who were actually friends, joined the witch-hunt and started to hurl abuse
and threats in my direction. Those decisive moments budlt np over time to put me in a weird frame of
mind. I lost a lot of weight and indulged in heavy drinking. serving as a distraction from the awful
defamatory trawling and comments made by one man who I had never met. My marriage came under
strain, which left me with proper and deep heartache. The wheels fell off and I ended up falling into a
depression. Under strain, we decided to move to Malta to try to recover from vears of shattering
events, backstabbing cowardly individuals that we called friends.
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Many good friends have asked, why would anyone devote so much time and energy for so many
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All the medication In the
world ain't gonna help
with the level of crazy
that Is you my nutty
Iittle friend

snm@cart:ls

I was offered work in Malta, which ended before it had started when they discovered the website set up /Again, what is oddly missing here is Ripley's helplessness in the face of these imagined, crazy things being said on my website.

i de ks 1% life. 3 __11_ﬂ riteiredt a Balin: T wathont il and s sl G e kil isis '\ If they are crazy and defamatory, Ripley could sue. If they are crazy, Ripley could answer the many questions about his claims,
A e Sl S SPTES v ns prove it all wrong and show that to his employers and friends. But Ripley is apparently helpless to do anything to show that the

website and circumstances of past vears. For the first couple of months, I stayed idly put. 3':.1'£ng this claims are crazy. Because they are not crazy.

long period, I zeldom did anything. I began to train hard and work in the field of life-saving to sabage

my mind. My new life, as a lifegnard team leader, came into play with a local organisation and 1

LS

regained my motivation and respect. I puess working at a regular job after a life chasing adventure was
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a real revelation to how fortunate I was for having the opportunity to save many Iives.

I volunteered to leave my family for the Christmas and New Year period and serve as a rescue swimmer

e o K i . ,,_ - i . Ripley faked his credentials as a "Rescue Swimmer", something that the REAL rescue swimmer on the ship noticed. Ripley did
with 310AS during the Migrant Crisis in the Aegean Sea. Although satisfying to be invelved in a huge not tell the MOAS people that he had MS. This event, which Ripley wants to wear as a proud mantle of volunteering is the apex
humanitarian deployvment, a traumatic experience left a mental scar. Being from that voluntary role of his fraudulent stories and utter disregard for others and for simple decency and honesty. Did people drown during rescues by

F : ) i MOAS? Yes. Was that because Ripley was not qualified? We will never know. But the reader has to ask themselves, just how
while on search and rescue operations because of 2 bombardment of letters to the ship from a groomed elf-deluding and narcissistic do you have to be to pretend to have life-saving skills and potentially put others you have deceived
at risk?

individual by the very man hell-bent on destroying my life, I found my=elf slowly slipping into
depression. I hit rock bottom vet again and felt suicidal. Soon enoungh, I was drinking and things got

out of hand until I found work as a medical first responder and lifeguard supervisor. I slowly

transformed my life vet again and began to enjov saving and assisting life. The support from that
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organisation and the influence on my state of mind was tremendous.

The destructive pattern from one man goes on. I have lost jobs, opportunities and friends. My career < No one wishes Ripley harm. But Ripley's problems are entirely self-inflicted. He could solve his problem by just being honest about the
false claims that he and his wife have made. It would be painful no doubt, but redemption always comes at a price.

went to shambles and I went silent for months, I felt like I was going to die. Years of mental stress and
depression ruining my body, reality kicked in and I had an anxjety attack that scared the crap out of
me. Poised on a cliff edze, right there [ decided that I wanted to end it all. It was surely my deepest,
darkest time dealing with fear, amdety and depression and other health izsues bat I was no stranger to

feeling smicidal.

I was gquite rebellions against people who were trying to help me. From my experience, I went ont of
my way to show to others that I needed help. I was fortunate to have people coming to me in those
moments., [ was very blessed that some in the adventure and sports community actually reached ont

when thev heard or read the defamatory and intrusive website and asked what was wrong when I was
out of control, even if at first I zot angry with them for questioning me. Still, despite the help, I could
only be where I am now by my own means. It was ultimately a personal decision to change my ways.
Letting zo of my ego definitely accounts to part of my recovery process.

I'm stoked to still be able to travel and live the adventuring lifestyle even if it is off the adventure radar

t for personal fun. Having two young children also brought stability to my life. I'm just excited — and

naturally scared as well — for the next chapter.

.

Nowadays, I rely a lot on physical activities to keep my mind healthy. B swimming, biking
freediving and bodyboarding haz been my saviour in life — it's a simple release that resets the brain a
bit. For a long time, I also carried around a notebook with me; it was a wayv of being a bit productive
during dark times. The creative release can be very beneficial. If vou start writing on a blank canvas
without a mental reference, the story will form itself as if the universe is goiding yvou. Ultimately,
thongh, what boosts my wellbeing is the sea. It gives me straisht relief while finding the right balance
between dangerous and risky situations. Those are humbling leszons that I've learned through saving
life, freediving and bodyboarding and that I make zure to apply to other facets of life. I know for sure
that I'll just keep on driving towards the foture.

This whole experience really drove home to me that vou never know what people are going to do to

hurt vou. How they can turn in an instant without having an opinion of their own. They would rather
listen to the opinion of a stranger than have an opinion of their own about vou, having actually met my
family and me. I have no time for people that choose to make an opinion based on his opinion. Those

that do, are equally worthless.

It's important to note that Ripley's fraud was revealed publicly in 2013 in a two page article, with pictures in Politiken, the Danish Newspaper. That
article and an English translation can be found by googling "ripley davenport politiken". That "twisted redneck" collaborated with the journalists who
twisted redneck can continue as far as I'm concerned. had to convince their editor that the "redneck™s research was accurate and the redneck was credible.

nave accepted that there's nothing I can do to stop this man or remove the damage he's done. That A
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I can say that I don't think about it often as I have more pressing issues to deal with. Writing this whole
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story, as I've said, will continue to grow as I add more details, another thing dawned on me that when I

]

googled around there were no stories about how to deal with this shit apart from the nsual: ignore and
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block, don't feed the troll and report it. This has all failed and doesn't work for a casze like mine.

Reading over this whole thing again, I seemed to have miszed much of the kudos and gratitude that I

I do not want to mention people by name, because yvou may get a letter from this twisted f2ck but

hopefully, vou know who you are, but in no certain order my biggest thanks zo out too:

==

My family — You have been amazing. It's a shame that even my teenage kids know about him becanse
thev*ve seen their dad in his darkest moments and simply don’t understand why thiz man would do
this.

My work — Kudos everyone. Thank you to evervone that read his shit and laushed it off. Thev realised
that his account does not match the person they know and work with. And the other people in the

company, and past companies, that somehow found and didn’t bat an evelid. Most of them said that

“not everything is 100% with this guy™.

Friends — Thanks for the personal messages of support.

g term sponsors — yvou know me all too well and continued your support. Youn read the shit and

-.1='I:F' VOUL WD Opinion. I [ thank E VL.

5 speaker in spite of having been provided detailed evidence that Ripley is a fraud. Let's think about that. So someone hires Ripley, through
Sylivia, to give a lecture about his experiences as an explorer to some group. Afterwards, some members of the audience decide to Google
Ripley and read the Politiken article and ripleydavenport.net and wonder if they were conned. How does Sylvia explain that?

My speaking agent - You have been a solid rock and supportive all throngh the vears. Your kind words \The speaking agent" is Sylvia Tidy-Harris of The Speakers Bureau in England. Ms. Tidy-Harris continues to try and market Ripley as a

echo in myy head.

T mar not b evrermmone’z eun of tea. bat T am =omenns’z domble zhot of vodka ™


rett1
Textbox
This is an essay by Ripley Davenport written on his Tumblr page in which he addresses the idea of being "trolled" and "cyberstalked" by me, Kent Madin.  That Ripley is a fraud who, with his wife Laura, intentionally created fake stories and a website about Ripley in order to make money, get sponsorship, fame, attention, guiding jobs, speaking engagements, is unquestioned and obvious to anyone who looks at the facts.  

What is telling in this self-serving document is that Ripley never actually claims that the accusations of fraud are false.  The Davenports held firm, for awhile, to the notion that everything they claimed about Ripley was true AND they had the facts to support those claims, but they chose not to share those facts because that was their right.  Yep, that was their argument.  

Now they seem to have dropped any pretense about claiming it was all true and instead just ignore the obvious questions that their program of self-promotion raises.  

It was petty ante fraud when Ripley was blowing smoke of his fake fame at the Rotary Club of Copenhagen to get a speaking gig.  Relatively small potatoes, fraud wise, when Ripley faked credentials to get a teaching job at a Copenhagen private school.  Caveat Emptor for the clients who paid Ripley 7000 USD each to be guided in Mongolia by someone who fake guiding credentials. 

When Ripley and Laura farcically try to stage the Kenmare swim, with no real documentation of an event that took place (supposedly) in broad daylight and in public view over 12 hours but produced no pictures, no video and not witnesses one can only say that at least no one got hurt.  The local news reporters who wrote the story up, based on press releases from AFTER the event, have only themselves to confront after being duped. 

But faking credentials as a "rescue swimmer" on a boat operating in a highly publicized and controversial private ship during a period of immigrants drowning in the Aegean crosses a line, surely.  People who work in Search and Rescue are trained for a purpose, not just to save the victims, but to be sure that the rescuers don't endanger themselves and their co-workers.  

Ask yourself, do you want your loved one's to be "rescued" by someone who simply isn't properly trained?  By someone who is pretending competency to glorify his own delusions of grandeur and meaning in life?  Do you want to be rescued by someone who is faking having a terrible disease, MS, in order to garner sympathy and admiration for himself?
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Callout
Ripley is rewriting history here. When he and Laura began their subterfuge they consistently characterized Ripley's "expeditions" as monumentally important and signficant.  Ripley was a "renowned" explorer, "well known" for pushing the limits of exploration.  

rett1
Callout
This is "pearl clutching" drama which is simply, categorically, false.  I have never said anything about what punishment Ripley might deserve.  I have consistently pointed out the factual basis of the fraudulent activity.  Nothing more.
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Callout
The website, ripleydavenport.net is the logical answer to ripleydaveport.com.  Each is a cheap and ubiquitous vehicle for telling a story.  Ripley and Laura have chosen to write fiction.  I've written non-fiction. 

rett1
Callout
This is a reprehensible assertion, with no basis in fact.  The Davenports actually told the Bozeman police that they feared for their lives and their children had nightmares about how I was going to come to Ireland and kill them.  Promoting that kind of fear in your own kids when you, yourself are the source of the lies and misinformation is tantamount to child abuse. 
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Callout
The police in Ireland and Google took no action for the simple reason that the Davenports had no factual basis for their claims of beings stalked and trolled.  
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And here we have the essential, self-serving, self-pitying, self-deluded Ripley.  In fact he repeatedly called himself an explorer, a "renowned" explorer.  The media didn't label him an explorer, he did.. in his website, press releases, etc.    In this paragraph Ripley suddenly sheds all the braggadocio that characterized his website, online interviews, etc. and now is just a normal Joe having a lark.  The facts are clear.  This is simply false.  
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"Back then" Ripley described his 2010 Mongolia this way ""It stands to become the longest solo and unassisted walk ever completed."
See the last page in this document for a screen print of ripleydavenport.com where he describes himself as a "desert explorer" and list the fake expeditions that he never did. 
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This paragraph is self-serving drivel.  Until he was called out as a fraud, Ripley described himself and his past and planned expeditions in the most extreme terms..first, longest, fastest, toughest, etc...
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It is true that I questioned Ripley about getting a 90 day visa.  They ARE very difficult to get.  The true story is that Ripley used his fake website which described him as a famous explorer to fool a local Mongolian travel company, eager for foreign visitors, into doing a HUGE amount of work for Ripley for free, including going through the many steps necessary to convince the Foreign Affairs department to issue the longer term visa.  After all that and much more was done for free, in the belief that Ripley was who he claimed to be and would bring future business to the local company, Ripley just abandoned the relationship.  And no, the Mongolian ambassador to Sweden did not give Ripley the visa.  The consular officer at the embassy in Sweden, acting on the instructions of the Foreign Affairs department, issued the visa. 
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Ripley claims that the information I have published is bizarre and crazy.  But Ripley never says that the claims weren't accurate.  Ripley's "disbelief" at having someone create a website that challenged the fraudulent narrative he and his wife cooked up is pretty rich.  Ripley has created numerous websites and Facebook pages, all rife with falsehoods, fake claims, etc. etc. and now he  can't believe that someone makes a website that is backed up with facts. 
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Laura Davenport said that when her mother died and left her some money, Ripley and Laura decided to use the money, not to pay past due bills, but to use it to "create" Ripley as a famous explorer.   Here's the quote from a now taken down interview with Laura.
"When Laura’s mother passed away she left a small amount of funds and they had to make decision to spend them on bills or to invest in the future, which can make us or break them. One evening they sat down and thought what they could do that combined who Ripley was with his abilities and knowledge. He came up with Mongolia 2010 Expedition, a solo and unsupported trek across the Gobi Desert.
We had a lot of negative feedback from people who thought we were irresponsible parents, we were just dreamers and Ripley should get any other job, one that did not require a risk. But we didn’t imagine that for ourselves. We wanted to create our own life, a life that would give us satisfaction and feeling of giving back to others.”
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It is important to remember that the two Mongolia trips each had extensive websites and Facebook pages chronicling the events both before and after.  Davenport has erased all that from the web.  
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I am convinced that Davenport does not have MS and that he and his wife made it up so that he could be a more sympathetic figure when asking for donations and support.  I have publicly challenged the Davenports to produce a letter from their physician confirming the diagnosis.  It does not have to give ANY details beyond confirming that the appropriate diagnostic tests for MS have been done and the conclusion is RRMS.  Ponder for a minute the Davenport children.  They are old enough to use the internet.  Their parents have told them that a stranger may come and kill them and that their father has MS.  At some point, those kids will figure out what is going on.  
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Actually, the Davenports cut and run. They skipped out of Denmark owning back rent and rent on a leased car.  They gave their landlord a fake address for forwarding mail, claiming they were moving to Canada when they actually went to Ireland.  Yes, I have the correspondence with the landlord.  The business partner, Tim Lavery, after seeing how the Gobi 2011 trip was conducted and how Davenport clearly was making things up, binned Ripley.  
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Again, what is oddly missing here is Ripley's helplessness in the face of these imagined, crazy things being said on my website.  If they are crazy and defamatory, Ripley could sue.  If they are crazy, Ripley could answer the many questions about his claims, prove it all wrong and show that to his employers and friends.  But Ripley is apparently helpless to do anything to show that the claims are crazy.  Because they are not crazy.  
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Ripley faked his credentials as a "Rescue Swimmer", something that the REAL rescue swimmer on the ship noticed.  Ripley did not tell the MOAS people that he had MS.    This event, which Ripley wants to wear as a proud mantle of volunteering is the apex of his fraudulent stories and utter disregard for others and for simple decency and honesty.  Did people drown during rescues by MOAS?  Yes.  Was that because Ripley was not qualified?  We will never know.  But the reader has to ask themselves, just how self-deluding and narcissistic do you have to be to pretend to have life-saving skills and potentially put others you have deceived at risk?  
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No one wishes Ripley harm.  But Ripley's problems are entirely self-inflicted.  He could solve his problem by just being honest about the false claims that he and his wife have made.  It would be painful no doubt, but redemption always comes at a price.  
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It's important to note that Ripley's fraud was revealed publicly in 2013 in a two page article, with pictures in Politiken, the Danish Newspaper.  That article and an English translation can be found by googling "ripley davenport politiken".  That "twisted redneck" collaborated with the journalists who had to convince their editor that the "redneck"'s research was accurate and the redneck was credible. 
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The "speaking agent" is Sylvia Tidy-Harris of The Speakers Bureau in England.  Ms. Tidy-Harris continues to try and market Ripley as a speaker in spite of having been provided detailed evidence that Ripley is a fraud.  Let's think about that.  So someone hires Ripley, through Sylivia, to give a lecture about his experiences as an explorer to some group.  Afterwards, some members of the audience decide to Google Ripley and read the Politiken article and ripleydavenport.net and wonder if they were conned.  How does Sylvia explain that?  
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future expeditions. /_

* Solo traverse of the Patagonian Steppe. Planned for 2013

« Exploratory expedition to Khovsgol Tsaatan,Reindeer Expedition, Northern Mongolia. Planned for 2013
= Solo traverse of the Namib Desert/Skeleton Coast. Planned for 2012

» Training expedition in the Tabernas Desert, Spain. Planned for October 2011

past expeditions.

Solo traverse of the Karakum Desert, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 1998
Solo traverse of the Namib Desert, Namibia. 1998

* Gobi "crossing” 2011 Expedition, Gobi Desert, Mongolia

s Solo traverse of Mongolia. Mongolia 2010 Expedition. Manchurian Stepppe, Gobi Desert and the Altai Mountain Range.
» Exploratory expedition in the Thar Desert, India. 2001 The last four (Thar, Niger,

s Exploratory expedition to the Niger, Sahara Desert. 2000 i

= <—___ |Karakum, Namib) are

fantasies. Never happened.
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The last four (Thar, Niger, Karakum, Namib) are fantasies.  Never happened.
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None of these "future" expedition ever happened.




